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Welcome to
the Year 10 

Year Ahead Evening
Tuesday 12 September
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Welcome from Ms Hames, Headteacher
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Aims of the evening:

• Sharing information on how to successfully prepare for 
assessments and exams

• How to support your child make the most of this year
• What really effective study and revision habits look like
• Provide specific guidance from English, Maths and 

Science
• Logging onto Satchel One for information about your 

child
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Where are we starting from and 
where do we want to get to?
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Start with the End of Year 9 Report

ATG = Aspirational
Target Grade – 
representants 
progress in top 1-
20% outstanding 
progress

MTG = Minimum 
Target Grade – 
the grade a 
student should 
achieve that is in 
line with top 25% 
of students 
nationally with 
same GCSE 
grades

AtL = Attitude to 
Learning score 
1- 4 (4 best)

WTG = Working 
Towards Grade –
teacher current 
prediction of 
final grade based 
on all 
assessments, 
mock results, 
work and effort
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Nothing worth having in life ever came easily...

• October- first 
mock exams

• Nov- first WTGs
• March- WTG
• June- mock 

exams
• July- WTG
• In-class 

assessments 
throughout 

Charlotte Hames
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Where do you want to get to? 
6th Form courses

• Level 2: Grades 9-3 in 5 subjects (including 
English Language or Literature and Maths)

• Level 3 BTEC courses: Grades 9-4 in 5 subjects 
(including English Language or Literature and 
Maths)

• Level 3 A Level courses: Grades 9-5 in 5 
subjects (including English Language or 
Literature and Maths, plus linked subject/s)
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University and Apprenticeships

• www.ucas.com

Charlotte Hames

http://www.ucas.com/
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Preparation and support

• Specialist teaching and support

• Assembly and tutor time guidance 

• Routines and Revision

• 31 October Mock Exams

• 4 December Parents' Evening

• 17 June 2024 Mock Exams
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Mr Hole
Head of Year 10
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Phones should be switched off and in 
students’ bag until the end of the day.

Morning text/calls to parent to inform 
them of arrival at school should happen 
off-site

Helps prevent images of students and 
staff being shared on social media

Phones will be confiscated from students 
and given back to the student at the end 
of the day in the first instance.

Any further phone confiscation will result 
in parents having to collect the phone 
from reception.
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The Brentside 5

1. Arrive on time and with the correct equipment

2. Follow staff instructions first time 

3. Move calmly around the school 

4. Respect everybody and the school environment 

5. Work to the best of your ability
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Every challenge is an opportunity
• No journey is straight forward and 

there are always challenges along 
the way

• Year 10 is where students 
approach the halfway point in 
their KS4 journey

• It is not too late to change a 
student’s path of their journey to 
success
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Being a Role Model
• As students start to 

become young adults of 
the world, they become 
role models within the 
school

• Lead by example and 
show others

• All students have it in 
them to achieve all they 
want to achieve
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The use of satchel 
one – homework, 
year leader 
notifications, 
merits and 
behaviour
notifications. 
Support us and 
your child by 
having this on 
your phone with 
notification 
setting on.
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Ms Griffiths
Deputy Headteacher
Teaching & Learning



GCSEs can feel 

scary…





You must learn to be a student.

Independent

Organised

Strategic

Evaluative

Resilient

Effort



Step 2: Little and often –from the start



The best ways to revise

Active reading

Creating flashcards

Creating graphic organisers

Creating notes

Completing test questions



Reading Better and

Active Reading

By adopting a more active 
approach to reading, you can 

begin to read better and faster 

within a very short space of 

time. 

• Skim read first

• Make notes as you go

• Draw diagrams as you go

• Repeat key phrases and key 

terms OUT LOUD.



Why and 
how do we 

use 
flash 

cards? 

They should be 

visually stimulating to 

help your 

photographic 

memory

Create

Memorise

Tests



Mind maps are a great way of 

synthesising information. They 

force us to make connections. 

They also support our visual 

memory.



Graphic organisers
Summarise topics as they are taught



Making notes 



Exam revision

Understand Learn Test







Final step: 

Test yourself!
Two students have identical 
knowledge and attainment levels.

One practises answering exam 
questions under timed conditions 
and understands how marks are 
awarded.

They score 25% more in the exam. 
That’s 2-3 grades difference!
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English

Subject Lead: Mrs Colagrossi

Charlotte Hames



Mandatory Components
 
- English Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
(One FICTION extract); 1 hr 45 mins. 50%
- English Language Paper 2: Writer's Viewpoints and Perspectives
(Two NON-FICTION extracts); 1 hr 45 mins. 50%
- GCSE Speaking and Listening: 10minute presentation with questions

- English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel
1 hr 45 mins. 40%
- English Literature Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
2 hrs 15 mins. 60%



Literature text choices at Brentside 
- Macbeth
- A Christmas Carol
- An Inspector Calls
- Power and Conflict Poetry
Mandatory= Unseen Poetry



How can students revise for English?

Language
• Learn key terminology

• Learn what is required and the 
‘formulas’ for each question

• Complete practice 
papers/questions under timed 
conditions

• Read examples of creative and 
persuasive writing (Charlie 
Brooker, Eva Wiseman etc)

• Planning for Question 5 (Section B) 
and writing an answer in 45 
minutes

Literature
• Learn contextual information for each 

text

• Complete critical readings to broaden 
knowledge of the set texts

• Memorise key quotations (closed 
book)

• Learn key terminology

• Complete practice 
papers/questions under timed 
conditions



Your son/daughter 
will be given Snap 
Revision guides 
for Literature set 
texts and the  two 
Language papers.



Homework is set weekly on 
Satchel One. 
We also save revision and lesson 
materials onto this platform for 
students who have been absent 
or for revision purposes. 
Please check twice weekly.



Students are awarded 2 
GSCEs for English so 
therefore sufficient time 
must be set aside 
weekly for additional 
revision. 
We recommend 30 
minutes for English 
Language and 30 
minutes for English 
Literature. 



Reading 

• Language 
development

• Thinking
• Mental health
• Sleep
• Achievement



Suggested 
online 
resources

• Mr Bruff

• Seneca Learning

• Massolit

• BBC Bitesize



The first Trial 
Exam will cover 
Power and 
Conflict poetry 
and An 
Inspector Calls. 
Students 
should be 
revising these 
texts regularly.

AIC:
How and why does Sheila change in An 
Inspector Calls? 
Write about: 
• how Sheila responds to her family and to 
the Inspector 
• how Priestley presents Sheila by the ways 
he writes. 
[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks]
OR
How does Priestley explore responsibility in 
An Inspector Calls? Write about: 
• the ideas about responsibility in An 
Inspector Calls 
• how Priestley presents these ideas by the 
ways he writes. 
[30 marks] AO4 [4 marks

Power and Conflict:
How do poets present the abuse of power 
in My Last Duchess by Robert Browning and 
one other poem from the P&C anthology.
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Maths
Subject Lead: Ms Nagra

KS4 Co-ordinator - Mrs Heer
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• Details for November Exam 2024

• Paper 1- Calculator exam

• Details for Final Public Exams

• Paper 1- 1 hour 30 mins- Non calculator

• Paper 2- 1 hour 30 mins- Calculator

• Paper 3-  1 hour 30 mins- Calculator



LEARNING & ACHIEVING TOGETHER

• SPARX – homework to consolidate 
understanding.

• Great for visual learners.

• Different ways of explaining concepts.

• Home tutoring- independent learning.

• Built-in time to practice questions.
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Question Level 
Analysis

▪Use 
MathsWatch/
▪SPARX to go 
through the clips 
& practice 
questions
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• Revision Materials
• Revision is an important skill for life.
• Revision guides and past papers.
• Booklet of past exam questions and model 

answers.
• Use MathsWatch/SPARX to go through the clips 

and practice questions – following the end of Year 
9 exam.

• Websites:BBC GCSE Bitesize, Maths Genie, 
Corbett Maths.
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Science

Director of Science: Dr. Malik

Subject Lead Biology: Mr Mansour

Subject Lead Chemistry: Ms Shepherd

Subject Lead Physics: Mr Addo

Lead Practioner: Mr Wacfeu
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Why study science?
• Technological 

innovation

• Health care

• Fantastic careers 
with creative and 
enjoyable jobs
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… not to mention space exploration! Where 
science one day will enable us to visit far 

away stars and galaxies.
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Lets talk money

In 2021, the average salary for 
the UK was £25,971
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To effectively revise for your science exams…

1. Schedule
– one or two days for each science

2. Split 
- each subject (biology, chemistry and physics) into 
the different topics 

3. Start 
– using the science resources given to you 
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The schedule

Day Subject Topic Name Completed

Mon (6-730pm) Physics
Topic 1 – Motion and 

forces – Weight and Mass
Yes

Tues (6-730pm) Chemistry
Topic 3 – Rates of 

reactions – Measuring 
rates of reaction

Wed (6-730pm) Break Go running
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The resources
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The resources
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The digital extra resources

www.senecalearning.com  

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ 

https://www.savemyexams.co.uk/

http://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.savemyexams.co.uk/
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Seneca Learning

• Increased academic progress

• Increased confidence in learning 

• Enhanced intrinsic motivation for learning

• Increased independent learning
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Science routines

• Punctuality

• The Planner

• 100% attention on 
teacher talk

• Equipment emphasis 
– calculators

• No food or drink
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Separate VS Combined Science
• Set 1’s follow the separate sciences pathway (3 

GCSEs) and get single grades for each science

• Sets 2 to 6 will be following the combined science 
pathway (2 GCSEs) and will get double grades from 
1-1 to 9-9

• Both require students to perform well across all 
three sciences and are fantastic qualifications
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Tiers and grades
• Tiers and sets are generally based on MTGs and adjusted using 

the assessments and teacher feedback

• Students will be placed where they will make the most 
progress – these are not final judgements on their 
academic worth

• Moving tiers or sets is possible

• Work hard and you will be awesome in whichever set or tier 
you are placed in!
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It is all possible!
• Last year's Y11 combined 

science cohort made on 
average, about 0.8 grades 
progress from 
September 2021 to July 
GCSE 2022

• This represented several 
students making progress 
of two grades or more
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Satchel One
• Download the Satchel One app

• Enter the Parent PIN code – details on form 
for collection today

• iOS app for parents | Satchel Help Center 
(satchelone.com)

• Support with logging on – G65 today, details 
on school website or 
email s.nagra@brentsidehigh.ealing.sch.uk

https://help.satchelone.com/en/articles/3220675-ios-app-for-parents
https://help.satchelone.com/en/articles/3220675-ios-app-for-parents
mailto:s.nagra@brentsidehigh.ealing.sch.uk


LEARNING & ACHIEVING TOGETHER

Visualising Success – August 2024!
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Thank you for your support!

If you have any questions, please 
contact the Year Team – Mr Hole (Head 
of Year), Ms Matthews (Safe Worker), 

Ms Mertzelos (AHT), Mr Bannon (AHT) 
and Subject Leads

If you would like help with logging onto Satchel One – please go to G65. A 
member of staff can show you where this is.
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