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​As we reach the end of January, it is always 
rewarding to see how much we have achieved 
in such a short space of time. This edition shares 
news of how we are working with parents/
carers and students in preparing for English 
and maths GCSEs, as well a range of ways in 
which we continue to prepare all our students 
for their future.  From employer assemblies 
to the introduction of a Year 7 online careers 
game and the opportunity for all students to 
use Unifrog, a new online careers platform, we 
constantly strive to offer our students the very 
best ways to prepare for their next steps.  

27 January marked Holocaust Memorial Day and we were very proud 
of our students who represented Brentside High School in the local 
community’s service to commemorate this event. Students and staff were 
moved as they stood side by side with representatives from our Ealing 
community, in both remembering the atrocities of the past and committing 
to a better future.

Our student spotlight continues this week as we share the incredible talent 
of Rhain, who at the ripe old age of 12, competitively races go karts, and 
often wins tournaments! 

And finally, in our continued endeavour to ensure every student achieves 
their very best, we ask for your support in checking that they all have 
their bags packed, fully equipped and ready for learning the night before 
school to enable them to make a good start to their learning the next day.

 ​

Ms Hames

UPCOMING EVENTS

​MATHS AND ENGLISH PARENT 
WORKSHOPS​
YEAR 11​ ​

We are always looking for ways to work with parents/carers to help 
support our students’ learning and progress.  This week the maths and 
English departments ran workshops for a group of Year 11 students with 
their parents/carers, offering top tips on how to prepare for these crucial 
GCSEs.  

If you would like to find out more about how you can support your child’s 
learning, do join us at the next Parent Forum on Wednesday, 13 March 
from 18:30-19:30 in the library.

UNIFROG
ALL YEARS​
We are pleased to announce 
that we have recently purchased 
a new online platform called 
Unifrog which we believe will 
greatly benefit our students.

Unifrog helps students with the whole progression process - from exploring 
their interests, to recording the great things they've done, to finding 
education and training opportunities, to drafting their applications.  

This will be accessible for all students from Year 7-13 and together with 
their Achievement Journal, will enable them to document their strengths 
and progress as they move through their time at Brentside.  

Unifrog also offers a range of videos and online courses for students to 
develop their skills outside the classroom to support them on their journey 
into future education, training or employment.

We’ll be sharing more information in the near future.  Watch this space.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT​

YEAR 8
This week’s newsletter edition spotlights our Year 8 motor star, Rhain. 
Having started indoor and outdoor go karting in 2021, Rhain won first 
place at the Watford British Indoor Karting Competition (BIKC) within 
a year! Rhain continued his winning streak, collecting a number of 
1st place trophies at various tracks including Teamsport and Daytona 
Motorsport.  He is currently taking part in F1 simulator training at Arden 
Young Racing Drivers Academy.  (For those F1 fans amongst you, Sergio 
Perez, Carlos Sainz and Oscar Piastri also trained here!)

Rhain hopes to become an F1 driver following in the footsteps of Lewis 
Hamilton.

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
ALL YEARS​

We were honoured to participate in this year’s Holocaust Memorial 
Ceremony at Ealing Council, Perceval House, on Friday, 26 January.  

The theme for this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day was Fragility of 
Freedom and we were very proud of our students who participated in this 
event, showing their compassion and empathy as they presented in front of 
families of survivors, dignitaries and members of the community. 

Students and staff were moved by Ms Jeanette Marx’s testimony of 
the story of her late mother who survived the Holocaust. They also 
commemorated the event by laying a stone in remembrance of those who 
passed in the Holocaust.

Thanks to Mr Kamoga and Ms Sarpi for leading on this trip.

CAREERS ASSEMBLY​
YEAR 7

We believe that careers education is a vital part of our students’ education. 
Ensuring all students understand the link between school and the future is 
really important, and we want all our students to make informed choices 
about their next steps.

This week, Year 7 students completed their careers questionnaire which will 
feed into the development of our careers programme.  Congratulations to 
7I who won the prize for the most completed questionnaires!

During assembly, Year 7 met an employer from Balfour Beatty, responsible 
for building the Old Oak Common site as part of the HS2 development, as 
well as a game developer. During their assembly, students were introduced 
to an online game to help them learn all about the different jobs available 
at the Old Oak Common Site.  Students who engage the most with the 
online careers game will be invited to visit the old Oak Common site and 
see the jobs in action in the summer term.

BASKETBALL NEWS
ALL YEARS

Senior basketball fixture: 
On Monday, 22 January the 
senior basketball team hosted 
a fixture against William 
Perkin. Brentside began with a 
rocky start, being down 7 – 4 
at the end of the first quarter. 
With an encouraging team 
talk from Mr. Dittrich, Brentside 
changed their attitude towards 
the game, being more 
assertive and determined to win every rebound. Their defence worked 
so hard that William Perkin didn’t score a point for 24mins! By the end 
of the third quarter, Brentside were ahead 42 – 9, taking a tremendous 
lead. Brentside finished the game in the final quarter taking the final 
score to 58 – 15. An outstanding performance from the Year 10 and Year 
11 students to bring their first win of the season off to a great start. 

Junior basketball fixture: 
On Wednesday, 25 January the junior basketball team travelled 
to a fixture at Cardinal Wiseman. Both teams put in an outstanding 
performance to keep the game interesting and tight. By the end of the third 
quarter Brentside was down for the first time in the game, with a score of 
24 – 23 to Cardinal Wiseman. However, within 10 seconds of the fourth 
quarter, Brentside took the lead. With 45 seconds left, Brentside took 
3-points to secure victory. One of the tightest games so far of the season!

Well done to all the students involved and to Mr Cruz and Mr Dittrich for 
leading the teams to victory!

EQUIPMENT FOR LEARNING
ALL YEARS​
Being prepared and ready to learn is the first step to success.  All students 

should have the following equipment with them every lesson.  

How can you help?

Please support your child to be prepared by checking they have packed 
all their equipment the night before school.

•	A school bag
•	A student planner with a timetable 

glued in

•	At least two blue or black pens

•	At least two green pens

•	At least two pencils

•	A ruler
•	A glue stick

•	A rubber
•	A pencil sharpener
•	A scientific calculator
•	A protractor
•	Highlighter pens (at least three 

different colours)

•	A reading book
•	A refillable water bottle

RECOMMENDED:

•	A watch - no smart watches. (Mobile phones must not be used to check the 
time or timetables)

•	Flashcards to support students with revision techniques from Year 7
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