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A MESSAGE FROM THE
HEADTEACHER
As we have now come to the end of our second 
term, with a long and well-deserved break 
ahead, it is time for us to relax, refresh and 
reboot. For our Year 11 and Year 13 students, 
it is also time to revise. Helping our students to 
revisit past content and recall information under 
exam conditions is key. Thanks to all staff who 
are running booster sessions during the break. 
As parents/carers, you can support your child to 
prepare for their upcoming exams by ensuring 
that they attend their revision sessions on time 
and have clear routines at home. Working hard 
is important- eating well and sleeping well and 
keeping healthy is vital! 

As always, there is a huge amount for us to celebrate, with our most recent 
being our fantastic school production of Blood Brothers which was both 
witty, thought-provoking and gripping in equal measures with some superb 
performances. This was followed by our Year 10 and 12 Mock Interview 
Day with 23 employers on site helping our students prepare for their next 
steps. The term ended with a huge array of activities during our Applied 
Learning Day to enrich the learning of all year groups which will be 
celebrated in our next newsletter. 

We also say farewell to Mr Addo who is leaving to take up a well-
deserved promotion to the post of Head of Science. Mr Addo has been at 
Brentside for eight years and we thank him for his contribution to our school 
in support of our students and staff over those many years. Mr Addo has 
told us that he will miss students and staff but that he is looking forward to 
the challenges that await him. Mr O'Donnell, from our support team, and 
Ms Koleva in art also leave us to move to pastures new and we thank them 
for their work supporting student wellbeing and progress. 

Thank you for your contribution to Target Review Day. This is always about 
celebrating the things we have achieved and identifying those next steps 
that will help us move even further forward, and all of us, no matter what 
age, experience, skills or knowledge, have the right to gain feedback that 
will support us to develop further and reach our greatest potential. Before 
we return in April, do have a reminder conversation at home about those 
targets. Please do also take time to check your child has the correct uniform 
and all the learning equipment needed to support them to succeed.  A list 
of equipment and uniform is included in this newsletter as an important 
reminder. 

I won't spoil the surprise by highlighting everything that is noted in this 
edition, but please do read about all the fantastic opportunities so many 
of our students have taken this term as well as celebrating their many 
successes across the school. 

As always, thank you for working in partnership with us to ensure the 
success of your child.   

Ms Hames

UPCOMING EVENTS

 IMPORTANT DATES 
FOR YOUR DIARY     
Tuesday, 2 April Year 11 GCSE intervention 

sessions begin 
(by invitation only)  

Monday, 15 April Start of term 

Monday, 15 April Year 9 Exam Week 

Tuesday, 16 April Careers talk: The Arts Industry 

May External exams begin for Year 11 and 13. Visit our website for 
further details: Brentside High School - Examinations & 
Internal Assessments  

Monday, 6 May Bank holiday 

Thursday, 9 May Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Monday, 13 May Year 7 Exam week 

Monday, 20 May Year 8 Exam week 

Monday, 22 May Year 8 HPV Immunisations 

Monday, 27 May - Friday, 31 May - Half Term 

Monday, 3 June School Starts  

STUDENT SUCCESS 
ALL YEARS 
At Brentside High School, students are awarded grades 
for attainment. They are also awarded an Attitude to 
Learning Grade where 4 is the highest grade. To reach a 
grade 4, students need to demonstrate they are the best 
they could possibly be by: 

• having attendance over 95%

• always conducting themself calmly and
respectfully around the site, supporting and considering others

• always being punctual, fully equipped and correctly dressed

• monitoring Satchel One each day and always coming prepared with homework/
revision, having tried their best, sometimes completing additional work.

• settling down quickly, engaging and focusing for the entirety of the lesson, asking key
questions and building on the responses of others

• always conducting themself formally and respectfully with staff and students, actively
listening without interruption and communicating with formal language when necessary

• capturing all key learning in their book in a presentable and organised way so that they
can use their work as a revision tool

• always aiming to challenge themself and show resilience when faced with a problem

• always working collaboratively with others, often demonstrating leadership

• always striving to better themself by reading daily, participating in many extra-curricular

activities, and taking an interest in local and global news

Congratulations to the following students who have the highest (or joint highest) 
average attitude to learning grades in their year group:  

 EXAM PREPARATION 
ALL YEARS 
External exams begin for Year 11 and 13 
in May.

Years 7, 8 and 9 also have Exam Weeks 
next half term. 

Tips to support you child with revision 

• Revision timetable - Encourage
your child to create a revision timetable and stick to it. Revising for chunks of time with
planned breaks is much better than revising for hours at a time.

• Space - Help your child to find a quiet space to learn, free from distractions. This may
be your local library.

• Exam timetable - Make sure you have a copy of your child’s exam timetable
somewhere visible, for example, on the fridge.

• Revision techniques - Encourage your child to use active revisions strategies such
as flashcards, mindmaps and past papers to support their revision. For more detailed
strategies, please visit our website:  Brentside High School - Learning Resources

• Support - Be around as much as possible. Offer support by listening to your child
recapping content or testing them on something they have learnt.

• Healthy routines - Encourage your child to stick to healthy routines. Sleeping well,
eating regular healthy meals and relaxation are important for their wellbeing. Make
sure they take time out to participate in activities they enjoy such as exercise, seeing
friends, doing something creative.

• Rewards - Reward your child for revising and preparing for their exams. Rewards do
not have to be expensive. They can be simple, like preparing their favourite meal or
watching a television show together.

For information about external exams and internal assessments, including revision timetable 
templates, please visit our website: Brentside High School - Examinations & Internal 
Assessments  

IS ENGLISH AN ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE? 
ALL YEARS
We are proud that 67 languages are spoken by families at Brentside High School. 

This adds to the richness of our culture. 

We also recognise that for some parents/carers, speaking English as an additional language 
can be a challenge. That’s why we have added a translate function to our website. 

We hope you will find this easier to read key information. 

If you are multi-lingual and are able to support with translating key documents for parents, 
please contact us on info@brentsidehigh.ealing.sch.uk 

 SO YOU’D LIKE TO WORK IN 
THE ARTS? 
CAREERS TALK 

ALL YEARS
Are you interested in architecture, stage craft or 
graphic design? There are a wealth of creative 
industries in London, and we are delighted to share 
that our Careers Talks resume next term, starting 
with the arts.  We are very grateful to Lucy Algar, 
a Brentside parent and Course Leader of Theatre 
Design at Wimbledon College of Arts, for offering 
to deliver this talk. 

All students are invited to attend on Tuesday, 16 
April in the library from 15:15-16:00. 

Sign up in the library to book your space! 

Our careers talks take place every two weeks in the library. 

If you are able to offer a careers talk to share your insights into employment, please contact 
our careers leader, Ms Rosenblatt, emailing info@brentsidehigh.ealing.sch.uk 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
EXAM INVIGILATION
We are looking to expand our 
examination invigilator team. The role 
involves working as part of a team to 
support the set up and invigilation of 
examinations at key times during the year 
including December and January, with 
the busiest times being May and June. 
Payment is £11.95 per hour.  

Our invigilators are calm, positive, organised and flexible – if this describes you and you 
would like to know more about this employment opportunity, please visit the school website, 
under the Join Us, Staff Vacancies section and submit an application form to Tara Roach on 
T.Roach@brentsidehigh.ealing.sch.uk by 12 noon Thursday 11, April 2024.

  LIBRARY NEWS
ALL YEARS
We are so grateful to have 
had Little Voices Ealing 
visit to deliver sensational 
workshops for Key Stage 3 
for World Book Day. Students 
had the unique opportunity 
to enter the wonderful world 
of Wonka as they acted 
out scenes from the classic 
Roald Dahl novel with these 
motivational and inspiring 
women!

Some of our Year 9s got 
to meet the fabulous Sita 
Brahmachari at the Ealing 
Teen Read finale! We were 
so excited about the winning 
book - Happy Head by Josh 
Silver – and what a fantastic 
event it was overall. 

We had an AMAZING 
World Book Day in March 
with Moses McKenzie, as Year 10 students were treated to an insightful and inspiring 
Q&A session with the author after reading his brilliant novel, An Olive Grove in Ends, in 
English lessons. We are delighted that each and every student walked away with newfound 
inspiration and a signed copy of this fantastic book! 

ALUMNI TALK 
YEARS 12 AND 13
The sociology and psychology departments were 
pleased to welcome back a former student from 
Brentside Sixth Form. Diana delivered a talk to our 
A Level students about life as an undergraduate 
student, the practicalities of university life including 
how to manage finances, and the importance 
of participating in voluntary work to secure 
employment after education. The talk was well 
attended by students from across the sixth form, 
and students shared how useful it was to hear from 
a former student with current experience of the 
transition from A Levels into higher education.

MOCK INTERVIEW DAY 
YEARS 10 AND 12

Preparing students for the next stage 
of their lives is a key part of the 
work we do at Brentside. Having 
successful interview skills is vital 
to get into a Sixth Form, College, 
University, Apprenticeship and 
ultimately, into employment. 

We were delighted to welcome 23 
employers to Brentside to support 
our Year 10 and 12 students by 
conducting mock interviews. 
Employers included alumni, 
governors, parents, a BBC journalist, a lawyer and civil servants. 

Students prepared an application form, participated in a mock interview and were given 
feedback on their strengths and next steps. 

It was really inspiring to see so many students really invested in this process and showing so 
much pride in their feedback forms. 

Thank you to all the employers who supported this fantastic event and well done to 
Year 10 and Year 12 students.

SCHOOL PRODUCTION: 
BLOOD BROTHERS 
ALL YEARS

“Have you ever heard the tale of the Johnson twins 

As like each other as two new pins 

Of one womb born on the self-same day 

How one was kept, and one given away….” 

 What a success! This year’s production of Blood Brothers was comical, moving and dramatic.  
We saw emotive performances from our experienced actors and fantastic debut performances 
from our younger years. Exploring the lives of twins brought up in contrasting economic 
circumstances, this powerful piece highlighted important themes of wealth and poverty in 
Britain and showcased just how talented our students are! Many thanks to all the staff who 
helped to make this happen, with special thanks to the drama and music teams.  

ONE IN A MILLION 
YEARS 7, 8 AND 9 
To perform at 
Wembley Arena is a 
dream come true, and 
for most singers and 
bands, would mark the 
pinnacle of their career. 
Well, that's just what the 
Brentside vocal group 
members from Years 7, 
8 and 9 got to do! 

Congratulations to all 
those who took part; 
they were excellent 
ambassadors for the school and had the best time performing at the iconic Wembley! They 
put in a lot of hard work learning all the songs, dances and Makaton for a full programme of 
songs.  

Our vocal group will continue to rehearse after the April break. If you'd like to join, please see 
Mrs Reddaway, and it could be you performing at Wembley Arena next year! 

HDI GLOBAL WORKSHOP 
YEAR 13
Year 13 students were given the 
opportunity to participate in an 
apprenticeship workshop with HDI 
Global. During the HDI workshop, 
students engaged in interactive 
activities that helped them get 
a better understanding of the 
industry in which HDI operates. 
Students had to work in teams and 
discuss financial implications and 
costs for various scenarios.  

Here’s what one student had to say: 

"The workshop gave me an insight into the financial industry and the different sectors it 
involves, such as insurance and underwriting. This workshop has had a great impact on my 
future choices. I have already applied and have been accepted to the next stage of the 
recruitment process where an exam will take place on 4 April. 

Thank you Brentside and the business department for the opportunities you’ve given me by 
bringing HDI in to speak about the apprenticeships they have on offer; I am very grateful." 

Joseph, Y13 

RE-SETTING FOR THE NEW TERM 
ALL YEARS 
 The end of term is a really 
important time to re-stock and 
replace any missing learning 
equipment and uniform items. 

 Students must wear their school 
shirts buttoned to the top.  In 
some cases, students may need to 
sow their top buttons back on or 
purchase a new shirt that enables 
them to fasten this to the top. 

Please use the uniform checklist to 
ensure your child has the correct 
uniform for the start of term: 

Uniform and PE kit checklist   
Brentside High School - School 
Uniform

 Please ensure your child has an 
oyster card if travelling by public 
transport.

We recommend your child has an analogue watch as 
digital watches are not allowed in assessments/exams 
and students are not permitted to check the time on their 
phones on site.  

  Reminder: 

Mobile phones must not be seen on site. They must be 
turned off and stored in bags until then end of the school 
day when they can be taken out in the playground.  

 Developing skills in independent learning leads to success. All students are expected to be 
fully equipped for every lesson. This is a fundamental aspect to them taking ownership and 
responsibility for their learning. Please use the two week break to re-stock any items absent 
from the following list: 

Ellie 7G  
Artem 8I  
Sarra 9B  
Sha 10E  
Stella 11D  
Amy 12S  
Orala 12N 

Kanyeh 12B  
Alma 12E  
Harshdeep 12I 
Emil 12T 
Shreya 12N  
Zuzanna 12E  
Lina 13S  

Kunal 13R  
Elliot 13R  
Clarissa 13N 
Tia 13N  
Danusan 13T 
Niraj 13I  
Jake 13E

• A school bag

• A student planner with a timetable
glued in

• At least two blue or black pens

• At least two green pens

• At least two pencils

• A ruler

• A glue stick

• A rubber

• A pencil sharpener

• A scientific calculator

• A protractor

• Highlighter pens (at least three
different colours

• A reading book

• A refillable water bottle

Charlotte Hames 
Headteacher

Have a wonderful break. 

Rest, relax and re-set ready to re-start on Monday, 15 April.
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